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THE PREFACE. 
| 


It is neceſſary to inform the 
reader, that the following Diſcourſe was 
compoſed in order to be delivered by 
myſelf, preſently after the riots in Bir- 
mingham, having at that time no idea, 
of there being any difficulty in my re- 
eſtabliſhment, in that place. I ſuppoſed 
that the violence of a mob being tran- 
ſient, the friends of the eſtabliſhment 
who had any influence in the place, 
would be aſhamed, and mortified, at 
ſuch proceedings in favour of a church 
of which they were members; and 

conſequently that effectual care would 
9 not 


iv 1. 


not fail to be taken to prevent any 
ſuch outrage in future, and even to re- 
move the moſt diſtant apprehenſion of 
it. In this flattering idea, however, I 
found myſelf ſo much miſtaken, that 
I was under the diſagreeable neceſſity 
of entirely e a favourite ſitu- 
ation; and even when I had deter- 


mined to ſettle where I now am, and 
only propoſed to return and preach to 


my former congregation till Chriftmas, 
it was thought to be too hazardous; 
my beſt friends not being able to en- 
ſure wy profes ſafety. 


In conſequence of this, my wor- 
thy colleague Mr. Blythe requeſted 
that I would ſend him the Diſcourſe 
which I had compoſed, intending to 
deliver it in my name. With this I 
readily 
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readily complied. But his years ren- 
dering him leſs able to deliver ſo long a 
Sermon, to ſo large an audience as was 
expected to be preſent, Mr. Coates was 

ſo obliging as to deliver it for him; 
and at the requeſt of the hearers, who 
conſiſted of the congregations of both 
the Old and New Meeting, it is now 
printed. 


I forbear in this place to make any 
reflections on the event which gave oc- 
caſion to this Diſcourſe, as I reſerve 
them for the Appeal, which I ſhall 
ſhortly make to the public on the ſub- 
ject. I only now repeat my earneſt wiſh 
that every improper feeling, unworthy 
of men, and eſpecially of chriſtians, 
may be repreſſed by all the ſufferers, 
and the Diſſenters in general. Let us 

| ſhew 


1 
LOS 
"=" 


£} Ml . 0 
3 — 2 —— 


Fa 
— okiigns —— 


——— : — ettiivn. ca 
— — = 


EP 


— ͥ n Seen doom mn nrennnm 


. # 8 * 
—— 2 . - 


— — 
— — 


— . — 


vi THE PREFACE. 


ſhew that we deſerve the beſt treat- 
ment from our countrymen, by our 
not reſenting the worſt. It is not ne- 
ceſſary, however, in order to a proper 
chriſtian temper and behaviour on ſuch 
occaſions, to conceive, or to ſpeak, of 
the conduct of our adverſaries, other- 
wile than as it really was. We ſhould, 
no doubt, make every reaſonable allow. 
ance for them. This common candour 
requires. But there is fuch a thing as 
injuſtice, and villany i in the world, and 
the benevolence of a chriſtian cannot 
require that we ſhould entirely turn 
our eyes from it, and deny its exiſt- 


ence; though no malevolence of others 


ſhould extinguiſh our benevolence to 
them. We muſt not be overcome of 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 
From a ſenſe of the wickedneſs of others, 
and 
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and the dangerous tendency of it, we 

| ſhould exert ourſelves to correct it, 
and be ready to overlook all the paſt, 
whenever their better diſpoſition gives 
us a good proſpect for the future. 


I ſhall, therefore, upon all oc 
ſions ſpeak of the conduct of my ad- 
verſaries as it ſhall appear to me to. | 

deſerve, and of my own ſufferings as I 
really feel them, without diſguiſing any 
thing. I pretend not to perfection, 
though I hope I have never felt much 
otherwiſe than I have recommended 
to others in this Diſcourſe; and I hope 
that this, as well as every other diſpen- 
ſation of Divine Providence, will con- 
tribute to improve me ſtill more. If 
this be the caſe, it will appear by 
the increaſing ſatisfaction I ſhall feel 

in 
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in my own mind, and by greater 
zeal to diſcharge the proper duty of 
my ſtation ; making the moſt of that 
ſhort and uncertain portion of time 
that may be allotted to me. Let thoſe 
who are diſpoſed to ſcrutinize my con- 
duct, watch me as narrowly as they 
pleaſe. I wiſh that both they and my- 
ſelf had a more conſtant regard to the 
eye, of that great Being who ſees us 
all, and who will one day render unto 
us according as our works ſhall be. 


LONDON, , 
December 12, 1791. 
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THEN SAID JESUS, FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR 
THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO. 


LUKE XXIuL 34. 


SUCH , my chriſtian brethren, were 
the ſentiments, and the language, of our 
Saviour, in a period of extreme agony, pro- 
bably during the very act of crucifixion; as 
they ſeem to relate to his exerutioners, who 
only obeyed the orders of their commanding 
officer, as he did thoſe of Pilate the governor 
of the country, without any reflection on 
what they did. In ſome ſenſe, however, 

this language may have reſpected even the 
primary authors and abettors of all the vio- 
lent proceedings againſt him; fince it was 
B  T7gnorance 
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| zgnorance that was the true cauſe of all heir 
prejudice and rancour. Theſe, however, 
could not be forgiven without repentance; 
and therefore, in this caſe, it muſt imply 
that God would open their eyes to ſee the 
1 miſtake they had fallen into, and the fatal 
1 conſequences of thoſe ſtrong prejudices, and 
| violent paſſions, to which they had given 
| uin. 


In both theſe caſes let us imitate him 
after whom we are called. We have ſuf- 
b | fered all that brutal rage and malice could 
i inflict, our perſons only excepted, and with 
i reſpect to ſome of us, even this extreme of 
| __ outrage, it is but too probable, would not 
| have been ſpared, if it had not been for the 
protecting hand of that great Being who 
1 reſtrains the wrath of men, and who, 1n his 
| due time, /fi/leth alike the waves of the ſea and 
the tumults of the people. But, notwithſtand- 
ing this, our ſentiments of forgiveneſs, at 
leaſt of good-will, ſhould, as in our Saviour's 
caſe, reſpect both theſe claſſes of men, thoſe | 
by whoſe hands our er has been de- 
1 . 1 ſtroyed, 
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ſtroyed, and our hves endangered, and thoſe 
by whom they were inſtigated to do it. 


The immediate actors in the late horrid 
ſcenes were probably too ignorant, and too 
indifferent to every thing that deſerves to be 
called religion, to reflect at all on what they 
did, If they had any thing in view beſides 
mere plunder, it was pleaſing their ſuperiors, 
and obeying the orders they had received, as 
in the courſe of their outrages they more 
than once declared. They therefore reſem- 
ble the mere executioners at our Saviour's 
crucifixion. But their inſtigators, who- 
ever they were, are in the caſe of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, by whoſe malice and wicked 
devices his ſufferings were brought about. 
With reſpect, however, to both theſe claſſes 
of men, we may well ſay they knew not what 
they did, as I ſhall evince in the following 
obſervations on their conduct. After this, 
I ſhall advance ſome reaſons for the forgive- 
neſs of injuries, and then ſhew what we 
my learn from, and how we ought to feel 


in, our circumſtances. 
B 2 I. The 
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T. The authors of the late outrages muſt 
have been utterly ignorant of the nature of 
religion, or they would never have formed 
the idea of promoting it by force; becauſe 
they are two things that have no relation 
to each other. Religion conſiſts of certain 
opinions concerning God, concerning our 
duty here, and concerning our expectations 
hereafter, and of ſentiments of mind, and a 
courſe of conduct, correſponding to thoſe 
opinions. - It is therefore ſeated in the minds 


of men, to which nothing but reaſon and 


argument can have acceſs, and on which it 
is impoſſible that external force can operate. 


Nay, this is well known to have a direct 


contrary tendency, as it will be concluded 
by every body, that recourſe would never 
have been had to violence, in order to change 
men's opinions, and their conduct depend- 
ing upon their opinions, but where there 
was a conſciouſneſs of a deficiency of reaſon 
and ſolid argument. Such methods imply 
a tacit condemnation of men's own prin- 
ciples, and almoſt amount to an acknow- 
geen that the doctrines they wiſh. to 


ſupport 
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ſupport are not what they themſelves really 
believe, but ſuch as it is their intereſt to be 
ſupported. Such conduct naturally leads 
indifferent ſpectators to ſuſpe& the truth of 
principles which the abettors of them en- 
deavour to ſupport in this improper man- 
ner, at the ſame time that it ſerves to draw 
their attention to the principles of thoſe 
who ſuffer the violence, and diſpoſes them 
to liſten with candour to the arguments in 
favour of them, which is giving them all 
the advantage that their advocates can wiſh 
for. Now this could never have been the 
real intention of theſe who had recourſe to 
violence, becauſe they could not mean to 
- prejudice their own cauſe, and promote that 
of their adverſaries. They, therefore, knew 
not what they did, and this 1s a call upon us 
to endeavour to inform them better, which 
we ſhould do both for their ſakes and our 


own. 


IT. The promoters of violence in mat- 
ters of religion are equally ignorant of hu- 


man nature, and of h;ſtory, which would have 
1 taught 
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taught them that men never have been, and 


never can be, wrought upon by ſuch means. 
The minds of men have always revolted at 
every idea of force. And it having been 
almoſt always taken for granted, that a cauſe 
ſupported by theſe means is a bad one, per- 


ſecution has hardly ever failed to increaſe 


the perſecuted party. This was ſo evidently 
the caſe with reſpect to chriſtianity, that it 
became a kind of proverb, that zhe blood of 
the martyrs was the ſeed of the church. The 


- heath ens having nothing to allege in fa- 


vour of the antient ſuperſtitions, but that 


they were antient, and that the proſperity 
of countries was ſuppoſed to depend upon 


the obſervance of them, endeavoured for the 
ſpace of three hundred years to extirpate 


chriſtianity by penal laws, and the rigorous 


execution of them. Accordingly they con- 
fiſcated, they baniſhed, they tortured, and 
they put to death in all the horrid forms 
that the ingenuity of men, unreſtrained by 
Pity, could invent. But this did not di- 
miniſn the number of chriſtians. On the 
contrary, theſe meaſures exciting more at- 
ET tention 
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tention to the new doctrine than any thing 
elſe could have done, and the evidence of 
its trath, when examined by impartial per- 
| ſons, appearing fatisfattory, more converts 
were continually made, till the whole Roman 
empire, and the emperors nn became 
chriſtian. 


The ſame has been the conſequence of 
numerous perſecutions of chriſtians by chriſ- 
tians, or rather of real chriſtians by nomi- 
nal ones. For the ſpirit, at leaſt, of chriſ- 

tianity muſt have been wanting, whenever 
recourſe has been had to violence, in order 
to ſilence and extirpate any ſect. I ſhall 
only mention the reformation from popery, 
and the caſe of the Diſſenters in this coun- 
try. More men were deſtroyed in the per- 
ſecution of the proteſtants by catholics, than 
of chriſtians by heathens. The Waldenſes 
and Albiginſes were maſſacred by thouſands, 
and tens of thouſands, in the northern parts 
of Italy, and ſouthern parts of France. But 
there they ſtill exiſt, and in as great num- 
bers as ever, to this day. The perſecution 

| B 4 of 
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of Zuinglius, of Luther, of Calvin, and of 
their followers, eſtabliſhed the proteſtant 
religion in a great part of Germany, Switzer- 
land, and France. The cruelties of Philip II. 
made a proteſtant ſtate of Holland, and 
drove from the Netherlands the woollen 
manufactory, which we gained by. the aſy- 
lum which we afforded to thoſe who left 
that country on account of religion. The 
perſecution of the French Proteſtants by 
Lewis XIV. did not diminiſh the number of 
| Proteſtants in France, and brought over to us 
their manufacturers in ſilk, and numbers of 
other moſt ingenious and induſtrious artiſts, 


The perſecution of the Puritans, or our 
original Diſſenters, by Queen Elizabeth, and 
the Stewarts, much more than doubled the 
number of Diſſenters in this Country, be- 
ſides driving thouſands of them into fo- 
reign parts, and eſpecially into North 
America, where they increaſed, and eſta- 
bliſhed themſelves in an extraordinary man- 
ner; and where, in conſequence of the 
farther oppreſſion. of this country, they 
? | are 
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now become a great and independent na- 
tion. The Diſſenters in this country were 
decreaſing in number ſince the acceſſion of 
the preſent royal family which favoured 
them, and inſpired the biſhops with a ſpirit 
of moderation. But fince the court, or at 
leaſt the biſhops, and the clergy in general, 
are become more hoſtile to them, they are 
increaſing again; as the ſtate of this, and 
every other great manufacturing town is a 
proof, Theſe facts are undeniable ; and 
| ſince this courſe of things has been uni- 
form and invariable, in all times and in all 
countries, the cauſe muſt be permanent, 
and exiſt in the very principles of human 
nature; ſo that it may be depended upon to 
produce the ſame effect in all ſimilar cir- 
cumſtances. But the authors of the late 
violences muſt have been ignorant of all 
this, or, which comes to the ſame thing, 
they muſt never have reflected upon it, 
when they thought of extirpating the Diſ- 
ſenters of this town by burning their places 
of public worſhip, and deſtroying their 
houſes and property. They would not elſe 

have 
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have taken this ſure means of exciting at- 
tention to us, of rendering themſelves and 
their cauſe odious in the eyes of all men of 
ſenſe and reflection, and conſequently of 
increaſing our numbers, and diminiſhing 
their own. They muſt even have been ig- 
norant that our places of public worſhip, 
as well as our private property, are under 
the protection of the law, or they would 
never have acted ſo abſurdly, as to deſtroy 
what they themſelves muſt contribute to 
make good. Certainly, then, we may fay 
of them, as of the Jews in our Saviours 
time, that they knew not what they did. 


III. The peculiar virulence of ſome of 
the church people againſt the Diſſenters, 
had its origin from our application to Par- 
liament for the repeal of the Teſt Laws. But 
in this caſe the laity caught the ignorant 
alarms of the clergy, who perſuaded them 
that the church would be endangered by 
that repeal ; when the hiſtory of all other 
countries ſhews that it would have been 
{ſtrengthened by the meaſure. 

81 | What 
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What is an eſtabliſhed church, but a 


church the members of which are main- 


tained by the ſtate? And would not this 
have continued to be the caſe with the 
church of England, though Diſſenters had 
been admitted into civil offices at the ap- 
pointment of the crown. This was always 
the caſe in catholic countries, which never- 
theleſs continued catholic ; and it is fo in 
every proteſtant country except this of ours ; 
and yet on this account the biſhops have 
been ſounding the alarm from one end of 


the kingdom to the other, and it has been 


echoed from many of their pulpits, that the 
church is in imminent danger. Whereas, 
its real tage ariſes from this very outcry, 
and from the abſurd meaſures its friends 
are taking to prevent that danger ; inflam- 
ing a party ſpirit, and exhibiting us in the 
moſt odious light, as equally enemies to re- 
ligion, and to all good government ; which 
only ſhews their utter ignorance of our 
principles, both with reſpect to religion 
and government. Indeed, this can hardly 


be called ignorance. For no perſon can well 
be 


> 
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be ignorant that the Diſſenters were the 
beſt friends of the preſent reigning family, 
while the loyalty of the clergy was more 
than dubious. Were the Diſſenters in any 
of the late reigns republicans, and what can 
have made them ſo now ? 


Here, then, is another inſtance of great ig- 
norance. Had the Teſt Laws been repealed, 
the church would have been ſupported by 
its proper revenues, its forms, and its ſub- 
ſcriptions, and the country would not, in 
reality, have perceived any difference; while 
the Diſſenters would in great numbers have 
ſunk into the church. Whereas, now a 
mark is, as it were, ſet upon us, as perſons 
not truſt-worthy, not intitled to confidence, 
and therefore hardly deſerving the protec- 
tion of government; and the conſequence 
of this ſtate of diſſention in a country will 
certainly be ſuch as none of its friends can 
wiſh. And if when the evil day approaches, 
the pretended friends of the church will be 
found to be, what they unqueſtionably are, 
the real authors of it, the general indig- 

nation 
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nation of the country will turn againſt 
them. The true cauſe, therefore, of their 
preſent conduct is properly ignorance, ig- 
norance both of the true intereſts of their 
country, and of their own. | 


IV. The greateſt part of the late vio- 
jences were directed againſt the Preſby- 
terians, or unitarian Diſſenters, and not 
againſt the Independents, or Methodiſts. 
But this was owing to our adverſaries ig- 
norance of the principles of Unitarians; and 
it ſhould be our care, as it is evidently our 
intereſt, to inform them better. The in- 
fatuated populace, none of whom had pro- 
bably ever read any thing on the ſubject, 
muſt have been taught by their ſuperiors 
to conſider Unitarians as peculiarly hoſtile 
to the government, to the fate, and to the 
king, as well as to the church. But though 
it be true, that our principles are farther 
removed from thoſe of the eſtabliſhment 
than thoſe of the Independents, or Me- 
thodiſts, thoſe principles are purely reli- 


gious, and have no tendency whatever to 
make 
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make us bad ſubjects of any government 
under the ſun, and leaſt of all have they 
any tendency to immorality, which it is 
the great object of all religions to prevent, 
or repreſs. 


Ihe great article for which we contend, 
is the ſtrict wnity of God, from which we 
are denominated Unitarians, in oppoſition 
to the Trinitarians, who acknowledge three 
divine perſons, which we fay is ſetting up 
three gods, equally contrary to the plaineſt 
reaſon, and the moſt expreſs doctrine of 
the ſcriptures, which teach us that there is 
but one God and Father of all, and one Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, called the mediator between God 
and men, the man Chriſt Feſus. This doc- 
trine, ſurely, 1s equally rational, ſcriptural, 
and innocent; ſo that nothing but extreme 
ignorance could have led any man to.ima- 
gine the contrary, 


Is not the one God whom we worſhip 
capable, in our idea, of puniſhing vice and 
rewarding virtue, and do we not firmly 
. believe 
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believe that he will do it, if not in this 


world, yet ſurely in another ? Does not our 


religion, then, contain as effectual provi- 
ſion for good conduct in life as any religion 
whatever? Will it make any man behave 
better in ſociety, to believe that there are 
three divine perſons, that one of theſe be- 
came incarnate, and died, to ſatisfy the juſ- 
tice of another of them, and that the third 
of theſe divine perſons, by a ſupernatural 
influence on the mind, apphes the merits 
of this incarnation and ſatisfaction to every 
individual chriſtian ? Is it poſſible that ſuch 


notions as theſe can either enlighten the 


mind, mend the heart, or better the con- 
duct of any man? But without enlarging 
on the ſtrange uncouthneſs, and manifeſt 
confuſion of 1deas, in the creed of our ad- 
verſaries, it muſt argue extreme ignorance 
in any perſon to take offence at ours, as if 
it had any tendency to make us worſe ſub- 
jects than other citizens, and therefore that 
it is more proper that our places of worſhip 


and houſes ſhould be burned, our property 


deſtroyed, and our lives —_—_— 
| e 
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thoſe of any other denominations of Diſ- 
ſenters. 


Our adverſaries believe that Chriſt him- 
ſelf is God. But while we believe that he 
had commiſſions from God, that God ſpake 
by him, and performed all the miracles by 
which his divine miſſion was proved, we 
pay the ſame regard to what he taught, and 
equally believe what he promiſed or threat- 
ened in the name of God; and this is the 
proper, and indeed the only, end of chriſ- 
tian faith. Do our adverſaries believe more 
firmly than we do that, whether Chriſt be 
God or man, he will come again to raiſe 
the dead, and judge the world, and give to 
every man according, to his works ? Surely, 
then, though our faith be not the ſame 
with theirs, it muſt- (beſides having the ad- 
vantage of being more rational, intelligible, 
and conſequently more defenſible) have as 
ſtrong a tendency to produce good works, 
Why, then, ſhould they take any umbrage 
at it? We are all aiming at the ſame thing, 

though by difterent means, | 


But 
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But they ſay that by preaching our 
doctrines we bring men off from the 
church, and thereby endanger it. But 
ſurely the object of ſenſible men is not 
the ſupport of any church, or ſyſtem, as 
ſuch, independent of its truth or utility; 
and if error and inconvenience, in church 
or ſtate, can be removed, will not the 
country be gainers by ſuch reformation ? 
If it be apparent that our doctrines do 
no harm to vs, why ſhould it be ſuppoſed 
that they would do harm to others, and how 
would the country be injured by their ge- 
neral prevalence? Should the nation be 
converted to our opinions, and the church 
be reformed in conſequence of it, the 
change would be a perfectly voluntary one, 
and men would think juſt as well of the 
new church as they now do of the old. 
Surely, then, had theſe things been pro- 
perly underſtood, the places in which we 
teach our innocent doctrines would not 
have been burned, nor would the houſes 
in which we live have been deſtroyed, or 
our lives attempted. Let us then pity 
0 our 
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our adverſaries for their deplorable. ignor- 
ance, and endeavour to inſtruct them bet- 
ter. 


As to the motives for the forgiveneſs of 
injuries, which is the ſecond head of this 
Diſcourſe, what ſhould operate more power- 
fully upon chriſtians than the example of 
Chriſt, from whom we are denominated ? 
And very ill ſhall we be intitled to the 
name of chri/tians, if we do not adopt the 
ſentiments, follow the example, and obey 
the precepts of Chriſt. What are the in- 
juries that we have received, great as they 
have been, compared to his, to ſay nothing 
of the difference of our characters and de- 
ſerts, his ſuperiority with reſpect to which 
ought not only to have exempted him from 
injuries, but enſured to him the gratitude 
and beſt offices of his countrymen and the 
world. Inſtead of this, as ſoon as ever 
he made himſelf conſpicuous, though it 
was by the moſt exemplary virtue, and 
univerſal beneficence, he began to be en- 
vied, hated, and ill-treated by the prieſts, 
and 
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and leading men of his nation (the church, 
as we may ſay, and the ſtate) and this 
malignity againſt him increaſed in pro- 
portion as he diſtinguiſhed himſelf, till 
they carried into execution their diabolical 
purpoſe of putting him to a cruel and ig- 
nominious death. 


Notwithſtanding this, in the very mo- 
ment of his greateſt agony, he could pray, 
in the words of my text, Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do. What 
dignity, my brethren, what greatneſs of 
mind, what ſelf- command, what benevo- 
lence, and what piety, were here. All that 
we can feel, or do, will fall far ſhort of 
this. But, nevertheleſs, let us ſtrive to 
come as near to. it as we can, For this 
is to approach the divine character and 
duct, which he imitated, and taught his 
llowers to 1mitate; when he exhorted 

m to be merciful as our Father who is 
en is merciful, and perfect as he is 


C2 | II. There 
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II. There 1s real dignity and greatneſs 
of mind in the forgiveneſs of injuries, in 
which reſpect this diſpoſition is infinitely 
ſuperior to a ſpirit: of revenge; for this 
plain reaſon, that revenge conſiſts in no- 
thing but the indulgence of the firſt ſug- 
geſtions of paſſion, ſo that under its in- 
fluence men act exactly like children, or 
brutes. Whereas meekneſs, patience, and 
a diſpoſition to forgive injuries, ſuppoſes 
the exerciſe of reaſon and reflection. It 
implies a command of temper, recollection 
of mind, and a power to reſiſt the impulſe 
of paſſion, ſo as to conſider the influences 
under which our enemies act, and to make 
every reaſonable allowance for them. And 
ſurely it muſt be noble and excellent to re- 
cede from the ſtate of brutes, or of chil- 
dren, and to make farther advances into 
the higher regions of intelle&. It is to 
behave as thoſe who are conſcious that they 
are men, towards thoſe whom' they ſee to 
act like children, or brutes, and therefore 
to be more properly objects of pity than 
reſentment. Let us; then, thus diſtinguiſh 

£4 ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, by acting as becomes reaſonable 
creatures, towards thoſe who are deſtitute 
of reaſon, and thus approach to the re- 
ſemblance of Chriſt and of God. 


III. This loving our enemies, and a 
readineſs to forgive them, is as reaſonable 
as it is magnanimous, if the great end 
and object of all virtue be. the good of all 
mankind ; becauſe it has an evident ten- 
dency to promote this end. Our enemies 
are part of the human race, as well as our- 
ſelves. They are our brethren, though our 
offending brethren ; and it is for the good 
of the whole family that they be brought 
to a proper ſenſe of their duty, and become 
virtuous and happy as well as ourſelves. 
And ſurely this forbearing, forgiving, and 
benevolent conduct has an evident ten- 
dency to make them ſo; and a ſpirit of 
revenge has as evident a tendency to drive 
them farther from it, to make them more 
obſtinate and injurious, to the augmenta- 
tion of general miſery. 


C2 The 
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The adminiſtration of juſtice implies 
nothing of revenge, or ill-will. It is as 
much a branch or modification of bene- 
volence as mercy itſelf, being the introduc- 
tion of only that meaſure of evil which the 
public good requires. It ought, therefore, 
to be adminiſtered with the ſame bene- 
volent ſpirit, like the correction of an af- 
fectionate parent; and therefore a leſs de- 
gree of ſeverity or puniſhment, if it will 
ſuffice for public example, and the pre- 
vention of future crimes, is in all caſes pre- 
ferable to a greater. 


IV. Let us farther conſider that, ſince 
our adverſaries are men as well as our- 
ſelves, of the ſame original conſtitutions, 
and conſequently liable to be affected in 
the ſame manner by the ſame circum- 
ſtances, with the ſame advantages with 
which we have been favoured they would 
have thought, have felt, and have acted as 
we do; and that, had divine providence 
ſo ordered it, by reverſing our reſpective 
_ ſituations, we had been the unhappy per- 
 fecutors, 
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ſecutors, and they the perſecuted. Let us 
bleſs God who has made this great dif- 
ference between us, and be thereby diſ- 
poſed to pity and to forgive. 


At the ſame time, therefore, that we 
rejoice in our happier lot, let us love, pity, 
and pray for, all our enemies, perſecutors, 
and ſlanderers; that when the great and 
benevolent purpoſes of Divine Providence 
ſhall have been anſwered by their preſent 
meaſures, thoſe meaſures may ceaſe, and 
their character be changed. Though we 
are in a ſtate of hoſtility now, we may 
then rejoice together ; retaining no more 
animoſity againſt them, than the child, im- 
proved by correction, againſt the rod to 
which he owes his improvement. We, my 
brethren, I truſt, are ſincerely diſpoſed to 
bleſs both it and the hand which has em- 
ployed it. | 


V. Our duty, my brethren, is much 
eaſter than that of our enemies. For us, 
who have nothing to blame ourſelves for, 
C 4 to 
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to forgive thoſe who have injured us, is com- 
paratively eaſy ; but for them to repent of 
what they have done, and to behave with 
the ſame generofity and kindneſs towards 
us with which we are ready to behave to- 
wards them, muſt be difficult indeed, and 
therefore, it is what 1s rarely found. The 
injured are frequently placable, but the in- 
Jurers are very ſeldom ſo. For nothing is 
more difficult than for a man to confeſs a 
fault, even when he is ſenſible that he has 
done wrong. It is humiliating ; and though 

in itſelf it be right, and even honourable, 
it 15 too generally thought to be degrading. 
Men, therefore, who have begun to be in- 
jurious generally continue to be ſo; and as 
they are unwilling to acknowledge they 
have done wrong, they act as if they wiſhed 
to ſhew the world that they had done 
right, and had good reaſon for perſiſting in 
it. Let us, then, think ourſelves happy 
that the part we have to act is ſo much 


more eaſy than that of our adverſaries, and 


let us make theirs eaſier to them by doing 
ours, For when they ſee we bear them no 
malice, 
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| malice, but on the contrary the greateſt 
good-will, that we are even more concerned 
(as we have juſt reaſon to be) for them 
than ourſelves, it will tend to make them 
relent, and repent of the injuries they have 


done us. 


VI. Leafily, Thus to forgive is for our 
own advantage, as it will tend to inſure 
our future peace and tranquility. If our 
meekneſs and forgiveneſs of injuries lead 
our adverſaries to be ſorry for what they 
have done to us, and engage their good- 
will, we ſhall have nothing more to fear 
from them ; and were the habits of friend- 
ſhip and kind offices, begun on our fide, 
to become univerſal, this world would be 
a kind of paradiſe, For nothing 1s want- 
ing to make it ſo, for ſuch beings as we 
are, but the good diſpoſitions and good 
bahaviour of thoſe who inhabit it. We 
ſhall then have nothing to guard againſt 
beſides the inclemencies of the weather, 
and other natural evils, which our inge- 
nuity and induſtry would eaſily enable us 

| ; to 
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to conquer. But ſince this is not likely to 
be the caſe, let us, however, be careful to 
act our own parts well, and ſo to improve 
by the diſcipline of life, that if we cannot 
make this world a paradiſe, we may ſecure 
a place in a certain paradiſe hereafter. 


Having now ſhewn the ignorance of 
our adverſaries as a motive for a diſpoſition 
to forgive them, and other reaſons why 
we ſhould habitually encourage this diſ- 
| Poſition, I proceed to ſhew what we may 
learn from the late awful ſcenes to which 
we have been witneſs, and by which we 
are ſufferers. For, as there 1s a good Pro- 
vidence ſuperintending all events, and there 
is the hand of God, as well as that of man, 
in every thing that befals us, we may be | 
aſſured that, whatever have been the de- 
ſigns of men, thoſe of God are ever juſt 
and kind, and that he will bring good out 
of all evil. What then may we learn, and 
what are we led to do, from our preſent 
_ circumſtances ? 


I. What 
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I. What we have ſuffered has no ten- 
dency to change our opinions, or abate our 
zeal for them. The circumſtances we are 
in call alike for patience, and for firmneſs, 
and by no means for relaxation with re- 
ſpect to our religious principles. As gold 
is tried by the fire, ſo are our principles, 
and our integrity in maintaining them, by 
ſuch ſcenes as theſe. They are our ene- 
mies who have moſt reaſon to be aſhamed 
of their principles, as they have produced 
ſuch bad fruits, and have led to ſuch un- 
worthy means of ſupporting them. We 
have never thought of having recourſe to 
any thing but reaſon and argument, and 
their recourſe to violence 1s a proof of the 
ſtrength of our arguments, and that they 
have nothing of a ſimilar nature to oppoſe 
to them. We have therefore the greateſt 
cauſe for triumph, and by no means for 
deſpondence ; and let us ever bear in mind, 
that violence is temporary, but truth eternal. 


II. We ſee in the late riots the im- 


portance of truth, and the dreadful effects 
. of 
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of bigotry, or ill- directed zeal. When the 
principles of the moſt innocent fect are 
miſunderſtood, ſo that they are conceived 
to be dangerous to the ſtate, thouſands will 
not ſcruple to uſe any means, however im- 
proper, in order to effect their extirpa- 
tion. In this caſe the leaders in the outrage 
muſt have had recourſe to the moſt groſs 
falſehoods, in order to excite popular re- 
ſentment; and the populace, thus excited, 
ſpared no pains to effect this purpoſe. No- 
thing was then conſidered but in what 
manner to injure and mortify us; and 
could they, in their blind rage, have de- 
ſtroyed all our property, and have obliged 
us to abandon the country, they would, no 
doubt, have done it, and have thought 
themſelves merciful in permitting us to 
eſcape with life. This they would not 
even have thought to have been perſecution, 
becauſe they would ſay the cauſe in which 
we ſuffer is a bad one, and not that of truth. 


That the inſtigators of this blind fury 


did not n to have recourſe to the moſt 


deliberate 
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deliberate falſehoods, 1s evident from the 
_ circumſtances of the caſe; ſince there was 
no pretence whatever, no colour, for their 
aſſertions ; nothing that could be miſcon- 
ceived, or miſ-ſtated, in thoſe actions of 
ours for which they have ſo groſsly aſperſed 
us. And what end is that which will juſ- 
tify ſuch means as theſe? Could it be re- 
ligion? Such is the pretence. The cry of 
church and King was as loud and inceſſant 
in all this horrid buſineſs, as that of Great 
is Diana of the Epheſians, during the tumult 
in which the life of Paul was in danger. 
The ſpirit of thoſe in power was preciſely 
the ſame in both caſes, and led to the ſame 
outrages. At Epheſus, however, a prudent 
magiſtrate reſtrained the violence of the 
mob. Whereas here no ſuch wiſdom or 
vigour was found, or if it was exerted it 
was to no purpoſe; and therefore the moſt 
brutal exceſſes were committed without re- 
ſtraint. The moſt ſavage of Goths and 
Vandals were not guilty of greater ravages, 
or had leſs reſpect for learning or ſcience. 
When the ſpirit of unbridled licentiouſneſs 
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was once let looſe, it was not in the power 
even of thoſe who firſt promoted the buſi- 
neſs to put a ſtop to it; but beginning 
with religion, it ended in almoſt indiſ- 
criminate plunder. 


It is mortifying to chriſtianity, and 
even to human nature, to reflect upon 
theſe ſcenes ; but they are not uninſtruc- 
tive. We ſee in them the dreadful nature 
of bigotry and blind zeal, and ſhould thence 


learn to avoid it and every thing that leads 


to it. We ſhould more eſpecially inculcate 
upon our own minds, and on the minds of 
others, that religion 1s a thing to be ſup- 


ported by reaſon and argument only, that 


it concerns nothing but God and men's 
own conſciences, and that the rights of 
conſcience are inviolable; that being all in 
the ſame ſtate of darkneſs, we ſhould think 
and judge for ourſelves only, and not for 
others; leaving every man to the righteous 
judgment of God. To our own maſter we 


each of us ſtand or fall. 


But 
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But while men are ſuffered to a& and 
think as they ſee fit in all matters of re- 
ligion, provided they do not diſturb others, 
evil doers, on whatever pretence, ſhould 
be puniſhed ; and robbers and murderers 
ſhould not be ſpared, becauſe they may 
imagine that by robbery or murder they 
do God ſervice. Let the late ſcenes im- 
preſs theſe ſentiments deeply on our minds, 
and the leſſon, though an awful one, will 
not have been given us in vain. We 
ſhould henceforth live together in greater 
peace and harmony than ever; all of us 
worſhipping God according to the dictates 
of our own conſciences, and no man 
moleſting another on this or any other 
account, 


HI. Let us who are ſufferers be care- 
ful to indulge no ſpirit of reſentment or 
revenge, but take patiently the ſpoiling of our 
goods, and rejoice that we ſuffer not for evil 
doing, but for righteouſneſs ſake. If we 
ſuffer on this account, and bear our ſuf- 


fcrings in a proper manner, as becomes 
8 


4 

4 

4 
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1 — . "= 
| chriſtians, great will be our reward in 
. heaven. | 


We ſhould not think there is any thing 
new, or extraordinary, in our ſufferings, 
The ſame has been the fate of chriſtians 
in all ages. We were ſufficiently apprized 
by our Saviour himſelf, that men would 
revile us, and perſecute us, and ſpeak all man- 
ner of evil againſt us faiſely, for his ſake. 
Nay, that even thoſe who ſhould kill his 
diſciples, would think they did God ſervice, 
But we are pronounced to be bleed when 
this is the caſe, and ſhall receive a noble 
equivalent and recompence for it. F we 
ſuffer with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo reign in him, 
and be glorified together. | 
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Let us conſider what we have ſuffered as 
a facrifice to the cauſe of truth and in- 
tegrity, and let thoſe who have ſuſtained 
the greateſt loſſes rejoice the moſt. With 
the Apoſtles, let us rejoice that we are 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame, to incur lols, 


or even to lay down our lives, in the cauſe 
of 
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of truth. It is true that in our caſe the 
ſacrifices we have made were not, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, voluntary ones. We had no choice 
at the time. But a patient reſignation to 
the divine will may give us the ſame merit, 
and make our loſſes equivalent to gifts. 


This calm and patient ſuffering muſt in 


time make a favourable impreſſion. upon 


our enemies themſelves. For they are nen 
as well as we, ſuſceptible of good as well as 


bad impreſſions. Like all other men, they 
judge by the appearances that are preſented 


to them; and though ſome of them may 
be more hardened and exaſperated by the 
diſappointment, in not effecting their pur- 
poſe (which ſeems to have been to diſperſe 
and extirpate us) others will diſtinguiſh 
true magnanimity and generoſity of ſenti- 


ment, and perceive the ſource of it, in the 


ſuperior excellence of our chriſtian prin- 
ciples. 


Now, my brethren, we have an oppor- 
tunity, an opportunity given us by God 
1 himſelf, 
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himſelf, and we hope not to be repeated, to 
ſhew the real ſtrength and value of our re- 
ligious principles. We have long ſhewn 
them in words, and I hope in our general 
conduct; but let us particularly ſhew them 
in the moſt unequivocal manner on this 
eſpecial occaſion. If there be any thing 
that peculiarly diſtinguiſhes chriftianity, it 
is its mild, forbearing, and benevolent ſpi- 
rit. We are commanded to love all men, 
even our enemies, to love thoſe who hate us, 
and to pray for thoſe who deſpitefully uſe and 
perſecute us; and though we are not re- 
quired to Forgive them, unleſs they repent, 
we ought not therefore to bear them any 
ill-will, but, from the real love that we 
bear to them, in common with all the 
human race, we ſhould endeavour to bring 
them into that proper ſtate of mind in 
which repentance conſiſts, in order that 


they may become proper . of our 
forgiveneſs. 


Hitherto, my brethren, I have been 
proud of you, and I have had reaſon to be 


ſo. 


FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 35 


ſo. Vou have been an example to other 
chriſtian churches in a variety of important 
reſpects, particularly in holding out to the 
world an open profeſſion of the genuine 
unadulterated doctrines of chriſtianity, and 
alſo in your forms of diſcipline, and other 
regulations, calculated to promote and dif- 
fuſe that chriſtian knowledge, on which 
all good practice is founded. Let me have 
cauſe to boaſt of you on this occaſion, by 
ſnewing an example of the meekeſt, the 
leaſt revengeful, and the moſt benevolent 
conduct, that was ever exhibited by chriſ- 
tians. Let no pains be ſpared to exhibit 
your conduct and that of your enemies, in 
their true light; let the cauſe of our late 
ſufferings be thoroughly inveſtigated, and 
made known to the world ; but of puniſh- 
ment let us be ſparing. Our countrymen 
will in time, though not immediately, be 
convinced of our innocence and merit; and 
let us depend on that conviction for our 
future ſecurity, which 1s all that we want, 
rather than on any puniſhment which may 
eventually do more harm than good, by 
D 2 inflaming 
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inflaming animoſity, and thereby generating 
a diſpoſition to farther injuries. 


Conſider (but I know you are before- 
hand with me in every thing I can ſuggeſt, 
and therefore only take this opportunity 
of reminding myſelf, as well as you, of our 
common principles) conſider, I. ſay, as I 
have obſerved before, but which cannot be 
reflected upon too often, that there is the 
hand of God, as well as man, in what we 
ſuffer; that his deſigns are always good, 
and that bad men are only his inſtruments. 
And though this circumſtance does not leſ- 
ſen their crime, it naturally tends to abate 
our reſentment. | 


This you ſee in the caſe of Joſeph, who 
appears not to have indulged the leaſt re- 
ſentment againſt his brethren on account 
of the greateſt crime but one that they could 
have been guilty of with reſpe& to him, viz. 
the ſelling him for a ſlave ; becauſe he con- 
ſidered that it was part of the plan of a 


wiſe and good providence, In his diſcourſes 
with 
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with them he ſays nothing of their miſ- 
behaviour to him, but only obſerves that 
God had ſent him before them to provide food. 
This, however, did not appear ſo to him 
when he was expoſed in the public market, 
and bought and ſold like a beaſt. This 
he did not ſee when he was unjuſtly im- 
priſoned by his maſter ; and perhaps it did 
not occur to him till after his brethren had 
applied to him for corn. Nor may we, my 
brethren, at preſent diſtinctly perceive the 
deſigns of Divine Providence in what we 
have ſuffered. But ſince we well know 
nothing can come to paſs without the di- 
vine permiſſion, and that to him who ſees 
into futurity, ſimple permiſſion does not 
really differ from poſitive appointment, we 
may be ſatisfied that good will come out of 
it, good to ourſelves, good to our country, 
and good to the world; and that though 
for the preſent this be unſeen and un- 
known, let us rejoice in the full aſſurance 
of it. | Fon 


But, my brethren, we may fee that good 
muſt reſult from this calamitous event, if 
| we 
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we conduct ourſelves as we ought to do 
upon the occaſion, and for this I will an- 
ſwer for you, as well as for myſelf. We 
ſhall give the cleareſt proof that, different 
as our religious principles are from thoſe of 
the eſtabliſhment, there is nothing in them 
hoſtile to others; that we are good and 
peaceable ſubjects to the ſtate; and, what 
is more, that the beſt fruits of religion may 
be produced at no expence to the ſtate, and 
by perſons who, beſides ſupporting their 

own religion, are taxed to ſupport another, 
even that of thoſe who perſecute, and who 
would exterminate us. It will therefore 
appear, that civil eſtabliſhments of religion 
are not neceſſary to the proper object of it, 
which is to enſure the performance of the 
duties of this life, by the hopes and fears of 
another. Our principles have produced this 
effect, not only without deriving any aid 
from the ſtate, but when frowned upon 
by it. 15 


It will alſo appear from our ſufferings, 
that it is the civil eſtabliſhment of religion 
that is the proper cauſe of ſuch diſturbances 

| + in 
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in ſtates. For had all religious perſuaſions 
been equally favoured by the government 
under which we live, the members of no 
one church whatever would have indulged 
that haughty, indignant, and intolerant 
ſpirit, which is the cauſe of all perſecution. 
They would not have preſumed upon the 
countenance of the civil power to cruſh 
any other church ; but all being equally 
protected, and equally overawed, by the 
ſame civil power (intent upon nothing but 
the preſervation of the peace) all would 
have contented themſelves with the natural 
means of recommending their principles, 
viz, reaſon and good behaviour, They 
would have expected nothing from others 
beſides good neighbourhood and good-will ; 
and thus the common peace would be eaſily 


and effectually kept. 


All perſecution has ariſen from the jea- 
louſy of that church to which the ſtate has 
given excluſive privileges. Theſe, while 
the members of any eſtabliſned church are 
nen, they will naturally be deſirous of keep- 


54 ing 


\ 
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ing to themſelves ; and they will not always 
attend to the propriety of the means by 
which they may think to ſecure them; 
eſpecially ſince temporal privileges are a 
temptation to men of no religion to attach 
themſelves to an eſtabliſhed church, and to 
ſupport it by ſuch means as all true reli- 
gion diſclaims. | 


If, my brethren, our ſufferings be the 
means of opening the eyes of our country- 
men, and of mankind, with reſpect to this 
important ſubject ; if they ſhew that there 
is a certain evil, and a very uncertain good, 
in ſuch eſtabliſhments of religion, we ſhall 
have abundant reaſon'to rejoice in them. 
We ſhall be the honoured inftruments in 
the hand of God of a great and extenſive 
bleſſing to mankind. 


Laſtly, let theſe calamities, like all others 
to which we are ſubject, in this ſtate of 
trial, teach us the uſeful leſſon of the un- 
certainty of all temporal enjoyments, and 


the importance 1 n looking for- 
wards, 
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wards, to ſomething more ſtable. The 
change of our condition, from the moſt 
pleaſing to the moſt diſaſtrous, was indeed 
ſudden, and moſt unexpected. We were, it 
is true, ſufficiently apprized of the violent 
ſpirit that had been excited againſt us; but 
as we were conſcious we had given no occa- 
ſion for it, we never imagined it wou Id 
break out in the manner in which it did, 
and we were enjoying ourſelves in perfect 
ſecurity, when the ſtorm, in all its fury, 
burſt upon us. The plan of the enemy 
had, no doubt, been laid beforehand. But 
of this we had no ſuſpicion, and therefore 
we were altogether unprepared for it. 


As to myſelf, I did not know that I had 
five minutes, from the firſt intimation of 
danger to that of the neceſſity of flying for 
my life, and of leaving behind me every 
thing that, next to my own life, and the 
lives of thoſe who were moſt dear to me, I 
moſt valued in the world, viz. the fruits of 
my labour during a great part of my life. 
In this our adverſaries, I find, rejoice not a 

So little. 
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little. But may they never be brought 
into the ſame alarming circumſtances, or 


ſuſtain equal loſſes. 


Seeing, then, the inſtability of all things 
in this world, let the event remind us of a 
country in which we ſhall have nothing of 
this kind to dread; a country which will 
be the ſeat of wiſdom, of virtue, and of be- 
nevolence ; where the voice of the oppreſſor 
ſhall no more be heard ; but where the re- 
collection of theſe ſcenes, as having been 
the means of improving our virtue, and of 
promoting an extenſive good, will afford 

us the greateſt ſatisfaction. 
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